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nationals and securing payment of interest which
had been suspended on Mexican bonds held
abroad, the two former powers also intending to
enforce the restoration of the confiscated lands of
the Church. Within a few months the declared
objects of the allies had been achieved, but it
then became apparent that France had further
designs, and Spain and England promptly
withdrew.

Goaded by the Empress, Napoleon had indeed
allowed himself to be inveigled into the most
fantastic crusade of his career. This was none
other than the overthrow of the Mexican Republic
and the substitution of a Catholic Empire in
Central America. The ardent Romanist Eugenie
cracked the whip and her husband meekly obeyed.
It was a terrible volte-face, for hitherto he had
consistently played the role of liberator in his
foreign policy, whereas now he was to impose
upon an unwilling people by force of arms an alien
ruler from one of the most reactionary dynasties of
Europe. Through the mediation of the Empress
he involved himself in the intrigues of ambitious
Mexican exiles whose servile flatteries conjured
up the vision of himself as the arbiter of their
country's destinies. Into the net, as a mere pawn
in the game, was dragged the unfortunate Arch-
duke Maximilian, brother of the Emperor Francis
Joseph, a man of high principles and courage.